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THE SHADOW OF WAR 

It is to a great extent the non-com- 
batants who in time of war bear the 
great burden of suffering. These facts 
are brought strongly to our attention at 
this time by a letter issued on August 
S 1st by the Paris Society of American 
Painters to the members of the different 
art societies of the United States, which 
reads as follows : 



"To our Confreres and Camarades, 

Members of the different Art Societies 
in the United States: 

SALUTATIONS ! 

The members of the Paris Society of Amer- 
ican Painters wish to convey to all their fellow 
students in America and impress on them the 
terrible straits in which this disastrous war has 
plunged the whole of France, and, above all, 
the civil population. 



Amongst the most interesting* are many 
aged artists, who are totally deprived by these 
sad circumstances, of the resources of their art, 
and also the wives and families of the younger 
ones who have left for the Front to defend their 
country, their independence and liberty. 

All the different Artistic Associations of 
France, regardless of school or other influences, 
have joined together to show their sympathy 
and to alleviate as much as possible the great 
misery which is already being sorely felt, and 
which will become terrible if help is not 
promptly offered to the sufferers. 

Under a patronage composed of the most 
prominent French artists, an Association has 
been formed in Paris, to centralize all efforts 
in view of this good and most worthy work. 
This Association, under the name of 'Frater- 
nite des Artistes' has requested the Paris Soci- 
ety of American Painters — which has sponta- 
neously joined and lent all possible aid— to 
make an appeal to all the Artists and Art Asso- 
ciations of America, to come to the help of the 
above mentioned sufferers. 

The friendship, the kind hospitality, which 
the French have always shown to all Americans 
who came to France to study and perfect them- 
selves in Art, should never be forgotten, and 
the members of the Paris Society of American 
Painters most strongly endorse this appeal, and 
are sure that their fellow artists in America, 
moved by the deepest sympathy, will all re- 
spond to this call for help and wish to show 
their heartfelt consideration for those to whom 
this terrible crisis is so sorely trying. 

W. T. Dannat, President, P. S. A. P. 
E. A. Lachaise, Secretary, P. S. A. P. 
Julius Stewart, Treasurer, P. S. A. P." 

This is indeed a pathetic appeal and 
one which will undoubtedl}^ receive re- 
s]3onse from many in the United States 
who are living under the blessing of 
peace and a neutral government. Con- 
tributions should be made payable and 
sent to The Harriman National Bank, 
527 Fifth Avenue, New York, "For the 
Fraternite des Artistes." 

The conditions existing in France are 
unfortunately duplicated in the other 
warring nations, but it should be remem- 
bered that both France and Belgium are 
not only witnessing the destitution of 
their people, but the destruction of their 
noblest monuments of art, works which 
represent the aspirations of the past and 
the hope of the future. Such suffering 
and such loss can not be estimated in 
words nor figures, and no matter how far 
removed we may be from the scene of 
conflict, the shadow of the great calamity 
must cross our path. 



